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A 10 Th. Parrott shell sees the light of day after

150 vears uniderground, thanks to Don Bailey,
Plode by Dan Bailer

Fired from one of the Union gunboats, this §0 1h. e
artillery shell has been fused with a standard Bor- | =
man lime fuse (shown in the inset phota). Donnie '
Denton made the find. Pl by Creniy Nexmibik

Jim Hammonds holds a freshly dug 4.5" Dyver
shell. These were amaong the scarce projectiles
found at the hunt site, which consisted of 4000
acres surrounding the fort. The inset shows the

same ghell after being properly cleaned.
st Phate &y Jer e

Those whe recover artillery projectiles often have to
work hard for them, and this hunt was no exception.
Witness this 12 Ih, shell almost three feet deep in the
groumd, dug by Paul Sampson.
Moe by Kick Phiilips

—

This 100 Ib, Parrott shell was typical of the big
projectiles fired at the fort by the Union gun boais
on the James River. This ome was recovered by
Preston Strickland. These heavy shells assured
that the Conflederate occupation of the fort would

only be temporary.

Phater by Buleh Hofvomibhe
T ——
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B v the timie the weekend was over, g virual
timeline of relics had been found spanning all
of the fort's military occupations, from the late
| TO0"s up until the ¢lose of the War Between the
States. The search here also confirmed several key
locations, including an early | B00's hospital site, three
distinct New York cavalry camps, and the path of the
Confederate cavalry charge which tookplace safter the
fort’s take-over by the Union Army

After the Civil War, the fort had served iis
purpose of protecting the James River, and fell inw
disrepair, never o be occupied again. It°s worth
noting that almost all of the 1ems dug dunng the
three day hunt were of 1863 vintage or before, giving
an unspoiled look into the past that's rarely seen.

Mensuring almost a foot long, this side knife
sports i solid brass handle made in the shape of
a woman. The inset photo shows the detail of the

circled aren. Donnie Denton detected the item,

which probably belonged to an ofTicer.
Pliotoa Iy Cralg Meami

I'his Model 1850 sword pommel was recovered
by Ralph Crowther, As is usually the case, the

rest of the sword was nowhere ta be found.
Phiote e Sadelr Holommbe

Apanish coins were not uncomman ar the forr,
but these two were among the best. Mike
Harvey recovered these beautics, a two reale
and an eight reale. Phomw by Mike Harvey

There Is speculation that this Spanish cobb, re-
covered by Paul Sampson, was once a heart
shaped “love token,” It appears thal the upper
left of the heart’s “lobe™ has been broken ofT,

and a new hole punched in the coin for wear.
Phrafer by Jeaticly Hodeaonie

Steve Sosehes recovered this 18306 English Cari-
wheel Penny, possibly taken from a British

soldier as a souvenir during the War of 1812,
Phaitn fi:r.ﬁ'r:'ri' Careher
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